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social convulsions, after many portentous muta-
tions of empire, that Europe once more settled
down for a season into established order and
system. In England almost alone, after the loss
of her great possessions across the Atlantic Ocean,
the fabric of the State stood fast and firm. Yet
here, too, in these, eighty years, an old order
slowly gave place to new. The restoration of
peace, after a war conducted with extraordinary
tenacity and fortitude, led to a still more wonder-
ful display of ingenuity, industry, and enterprise,
in the more fruitful field of commerce and of
manufactures. Wealth, in spite of occasional
vicissitudes, increased with amazing rapidity.
The population of England and Wales grew
from being seven and a half millions in 1770,
to nearly eighteen millions in 1850. Political
power was partially transferred from a territorial
aristocracy to the middle and trading classes.
Laws were made at once more equal and more
humane. During all the tumult of the great
war which for so many years bathed Europe
in fire, through all the throes and agitations
in which peace brought forth the new time,
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